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Michiganõs Public Forests  

»20 million acres of 

forest land in 

Michigan  

»7.4 million acres is 

public land  

»Nearly 4 million acres 

is state forest  



Conservation  

History   
Forests and the wildlife they sustain 

are important, then and now:  

» 1899 ð Forestry Commission 

began  

» 1903  

ʒ Organized fire protection  

ʒ 34,000-acre forest reserve 

established in Roscommon 
and Crawford counties  

ʒ Nursery started at Higgins Lake  

» 1904 ð First tree planting  

» 1921 ð Dept. of Conservation  



Changing Times  

The way we care for and manage the forest has 

changed dramatically in 100 years  

 

 

Same site in Roscommon, decades apart  



Michiganõs Wood Production 

» $21 billion forest 
economy; provides 
99,000 jobs 

» Third nationally in 
furniture exports  

» Seventh nationally in 
wood products exports  

» 20th nationally in paper 
products  

»World class sugar maple 
resource  

 

UP-made hardwood basketball floor  



DNR Timber Sales  

»About 600 sales per 

year on over 60,000 

acres  

»Value of $44 million 

in 2017 

»More than 1 million 

cords of wood  



Active  

Mills 

» 52% Northern 
Lower Peninsula  

» 11% Western 
Upper 
Peninsula  

» 33% Southern 
Lower Peninsula  

» 5% Eastern 
Upper 
Peninsula  



Key Products (By Volume)  



Global Trade   
»Michiganõs largest 

international export 
markets:  

» Canada  

» Mexico  

» China  

» 53 % of Michigan forest 
products exported to 
Canada in 2016  

» Exports to China and 
Southeast Asia have 
fastest growth  

 

 

 

 



Expanding Forest Industry  
»Arauco  

making $400 
million 
investment  

»Expansion of 
current 
lumber mills  

»Growth of 
new 
technologies   


