
Registration Form 
 

Spring Meeting of Michigan SAF & Friends 
 

April 9-10, 2026 at Treetops Resort, 3962 Wilkinson Rd, Gaylord 
 

Everyone is welcome!  Please join us to network with peers, learn about forests and better serve society. 
 

 
NAME_______________________________   EMPLOYER____________________________________ 
 
PHONE______________________________    EMAIL________________________________________ 
 
TOTAL $$ ___________________________ 
 
 
Students: (ask SAF and Michigan Forest Association for travel funding) 
   $20 - Thursday meeting & Friday tour  
 
SAF Members: (yes, we will be checking the membership list) 
   $0 - Webinar for Thursday only (7 CFEs) 
   $90 - Thursday meeting & Friday tour 
 
Foresters NOT Members of SAF: (We’d love to have you join SAF at eforester.org/JoinNow) 
   $50 - Webinar for Thursday only (7 CFEs) 
   $160 - Thursday meeting & Friday tour 
 
 
Friday Tour (UM Biological, Canada Creek Ranch, Rx Fire, Jordan Fish Hatchery: ______________________ 
 

 
Sponsorship Levels: $250, $500, $750, $1000 or $2500 – contact Mike at SmalliganM@Michigan.gov 

 
Please consider paying by check (which saves SAF 5% fees) payable to “Michigan Society of American 

Foresters” and mail it and this form to Mike Smalligan, 606 River Street, Apt 14, Lansing MI 48933. 
 

 
Anyone can register & pay online at MichiganSAF.regfox.com/michigan-saf-spring-2026 

 
 

 

Call Treetops Resort at 855-261-8764 by February 23 for the $90.50 room rate (plus taxes and resort fee). 

 
SAF Program Committee 

Daphna Gadoth, DNR, GadothD@michigan.gov, 248-494-3193 
Mike Smalligan, DNR, SmalliganM@Michigan.gov, 517-449-5666 

Nicole Frost, MFA, Nicole.Frost@MichiganForests.org, 989-289-8941 
Joe Nash, USFS NRS, downedwoodisnotdead@gmail.com, 989-273-8311 

 
Would YOU like to help plan SAF meetings?  If yes, please join the program committee. 
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2026 Spring SAF 
A meeting of Michigan SAF & Friends (ALL are always WELCOME!) 

April 9-10, 2026 at Treetops Resort in Gaylord 
Conference Center, Treetops Resort, 3962 Wilkinson Road, Gaylord 49735 

 
  Agenda for Thursday April 9, 2026 

8:00 - 8:50 ALL: Coffee & Registration Women’s Networking – Ellie Johnson, CCF, MFA 

8:50 - 9:00 Welcome and opening remarks - Mike Smalligan, Program Chair 
Management & Markets 

9:00 - 9:45 Ice damage to 1 million acres of state forest Dan Heckman DNR 

9:45 - 10:30 Ecology and silviculture after ice damage Robert Fahey UConn 

10:30 - 11:00 Moderated Small Group Discussion 
People & Education 

11:00 - 11:30 Prescribed Burn Boss training & credential GraceAnna Cooper, CF DNR 

11:30 - 12:00 State issues and awards for Michigan SAF Jim Malloy Weyerhaeuser  

12:00 - 12:30 Student and faculty reports from MSU, MTU, Bay and Gogebic 

12:30 - 1:30 LUNCH BREAK 
Ecology, Urban & Wildlife 

1:30 - 2:00 AI and tree modelling in urban forests Lee Mueller, CF Davey Resources 

2:00 - 2:30 Silviculture guidelines for American Marten Derek Hartline Little Traverse Band 

2:30 - 3:00 Management of Protected Forests Ed Abbey USGS 

3:00 - 3:30 Moderated Small Group Discussion 
Public Lands, Private Sector & Forest Policy 

3:30 - 4:00 Expanding harvests on federal forests James Simino USFS 

4:00 - 4:30 Empowering 400,000 family forest 
landowners Nicole Frost MI Forest Assn 

4:30 - 5:00 Policy priorities for Michigan’s forests Rep. Ken Borton MI House 

5:00 - 7:30 Happy Hour & Dinner at Treetops Conference Center 

7:30 - 8:00 Fundraiser for SAF’s Foresters Fund (supports educational projects nationally)  
 
  Agenda for Friday April 10, 2026 – Three Hour Tours (just like Gilligan) 

7:00 - 8:30 Breakfast on your own       
8:30 - 9:30 Travel to tour location. Choose ONE of the four choices below. 

9:30 - 12:30 

#1 North – Ice damage at UM Biological Station in Pellston; Bob Fahey, UConn 
#2 East - Ice, wildlife & carbon at Canada Creek Ranch; Terry Manty, CF, Green Timber 
#3 South – prescribed fire – location TBD; GraceAnna Cooper, CF, DNR 
#4 West – Jordan River fish hatchery tour; Tim Falconer, USFWS 

MI SAF has applied to national SAF for 7 category 1 CFEs for Thursday and 3 category 1 CFEs on Friday.  
Call Treetops at 855-261-8764 by February 23 for the $90.50 room rate (plus taxes and resort fee).   

Register online at MichiganSAF.regfox.com/michigan-saf-spring-2026  

https://michigansaf.regfox.com/michigan-saf-spring-2026
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